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The Third Gordon Research Conference on Multiphoton Processes was held at

Colby-Sawyer College, New London, New Hampshire during the week 9-13 June

1986. The program of the Conference consisted of 21 invited talks, 66

contributed poster papers, and 7 brief oral "hot topic" presentations, which

were chosen from among the contributed poster papers. In the tradition of

Gordon Research Conferences, the scientific sessions were scheduled for

mornings and evenings, leaving the afternoons free for discussions and/or

recreational activities. The oral sessions were shortened on Monday and

Wednesday evenings to allow for the late evening poster sessions. All of the

oral sessions were well-attended (the sessions averaged 90-95 attendees) and

the two poster sessions were very successful.

The program Covered all aspects of Multiphoton

Processes in atoms and molecules. There were sessions devoted to multiphoton

ionization of atoms, multiphoton ionization in intense laser fields,

multiphoton ionization and dissociation processes in small molecules,

multiphoton dissociation processes in larger molecules (including picosecond

processes), and general interest sessions. The complete Conference program

is appended.

The Conference was heavily advertised via announcements in Science and in

the newlsetters of the Division of Chemical Physics and the Division of

Atomic, Molecular, and Optical Physics of the American Physical Society, by

mailings to over 70 department heads of major chemistry departments, and by

mailings to over 300 workers in the field of multiphoton processes. The

Conference was attended by 105 scientists from the U.S., Canada, Europe, and

Japan. This represents a significant increase in the attendance from previous

years (54 in 1982 and 85 in 1984) and is due to the wide advertisement of the

Conference and to the supplemental funding that the Conference received from

the National Science Foundation and from the Air Force Office of Scientific

Research. A complete list of attendees is appended.

The next Conference in this series will be held in 1988. The Chairman

will be Professor Philip M. Johnson of the Department of Chemistry, the State

University of New York at Stony Brook and the Vice-Chairperson will be

Professor Peter Lambropoulos of the Department of Physics, University of

Southern California.



The Conference budget of $21,500 ($10,500 from the Gordon Research

Conferences, $6,000 from the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, and

$5,000 from the National Science Foundation) was distributed in the following

manner. The Conference registration fee, which included room and board for

the week, was paid for all 28 Invited Speakers and Discussion Leaders.

Partial travel support was granted to the Chairperson (who was also a

Discussion Leader) and to the 9 Invited Speakers and Discussion Leaders from

Europe and Japan; these disbursements amounted to $11,625 or 54% of the total

budget. The Conference registration fee was also paid for 21 graduate

students and postdoctoral appointees; these disbursements amounted to $5,775

or 27% of the total budget. Finally, partial travel and lodging support was

given to 10 other attendees, 8 of whom were from Europe; these disbursements

amounted to $4,100 or 19% of the total budget. In summary, 59 attendees

received partial support to attend the Conference, with a significant fraction

of the budget used to support graduate students, postdoctoral appointees, and

young scientists from the U.S. and abroad.
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